Accord Seen on 5 -Nation 
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PARIS, Dec. 15 — American 
diplomats appear confident 
that President Johnson, Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Wilson and 
West German Chancellor Er- 
hard can reach agreement 
luring their forthcoming meet- 
ngs on the basic principles 
>f a five-nation Allied nuclear 
>ree. 



The force would be com- 
posed of existing American 
and British Polaris subma-j 
rines — in which West Ger- 
many, Italy and the Nether- 
lands would purchase partial 
ownership. Each of the five 
would have a veto over firing 
of medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles, on the subs. 

The force would not initially 
be mixed-manned, because of 
|U.S. security objections to 



| widening the circle of those 
acquainted with Polaris se- 
crets. However, it is under- 
stood that mixed - manning 
would be desirable and pos- 
sible once Soviet technology 
clearly reached the level 
where Polaris information 
could provide no significant 
help to Russian weaponry. 

The degree of integration 
desired by the nonnuclear 
countries— notably West Ger- 



many — would be achieved 
principally through the com- 
mand structure of the force. 

[This represents the think- 
ing of American officiate who 
have been most actively press- 
ing for the establishment of 
some form of new Allied nu- 
clear force. Others are known 
to prefer sidestepping any de- 
cision at this time. President 
Johpson’s personal views on 
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the matter, which will be de- 
cisive, are yet to be disclosed.] 
Many of the details of the 
force have already been re- 
solved in negotiations be- 
tween Britain and West Ger- 
many. The main question now 
is Erhard’s e s t i mate of 
French reaction. 

The American position is 
that Mr. Johnson will not 
: press the subject, but will re- 
i spond affirmatively to con- 



crete West German proposals 
along these lines. This was 
made clear to West German 
Foreign Minister Gerhard 
Schroeder and Defense Minis- 
ter Kai Uwe von Basse! in 
the course of the meetings of 
the NATO Council here yes- 
terday and today. 

On the basis of these con- 
versations, therefore, U.S. dip- 
lomats rate the chances of 
Allied agreement on a force 



as better than even — three-to- 
one are the odds informally 
quoted. 

However, Bonn is sensitive 
to retaliation by Gen. de 
Gaulle. The damage he might 
perform to the NATO struc- 
ture is considered outweighed 
by the advantages of part-own- 
ership in a nuclear force. 

However, there is some 
anxiety that premature an- 
nouncement of the full details 



of the force might provoke de 
Gaulle into wrecking the Com- 
mon Market, which would hurt 
West Germany directly a good 
deal more. 

The German Foreign and 
Defense Ministries appear pre- 
pared to take this risk, for the 
estimate is that de Gaulle 
would think twice about caus- 
ing significant damage to the 
French economy. But other Er- 




nard advisers may prefer to 
delay an open move toward the 
nuclear force until the present 
Common Market crisis is re- < 
solved. 

Another potential obstacle — 
the conflicting claims of a 
treaty with Russia on nuclear 
nonproliferation — no longer 
seems to impress American 
leaders. 

Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk told the NATO Council 
here yesterday that Russia 
would not be permitted a veto 
over Allied nuclear arrange- 
ments. 

U.S. sources privately argue 
that the proposed force does 
not constitute proliferation. 

The argument is that it does 
not add to the existing nuclear 
capacity in the world, it tends 
to diminish the independent 
deterrent of one nuclear na- 
tion (Britain), and in the case 
of Germany, Italy and Holland 
the force in fact adds safety- 
catches rather than fingers on 
the nuclear trigger. 

U.S. Stands on Plan 

In any case, the United 
States now has no intention 
of revising its basic draft for 
a nonproliferation accord — 

Which leaves the possibility of 
such an allied nuclear force 
open. 

The Allied force would not 
replace but complement the 
special committee of ten na- 
tions formed to consider prob- 
lems of nuclear intelligence, 
communications and planning. 
Despite French objections yes- 
terday to continuation of the 
committee and its three work- 
ing groups, the United States 
appears determined to keep 
the committee operating for a 
long time. 

It was disclosed today that, 
at 'the invitation of Secre- 
tary of Defense Robert S. 
McNamara, the Defense Min- 
isters of Britain, West Ger- 
many, Italy and Turkey will 
come to Washington in the 
last week of January for a 
formal meeting of “Working 
Group Three” — the subcom- 
mittee on nuclear planning. A 
broad discussion of the oapa- 
ibilities and limitations of nu- 
clear war, and of planning for 
, it in all its aspects, is en- 
I visaged. 

I There were some reports 
here that at the NATO Coun- 
cil session this afternoon, 
French Foreign Minister 
Couve de Murville recognized 
the right of the special com- 
mittee to function without 
unanimous approval of the 
Council next June. Yesterday, 

Couve said the committee’s 
mandate would have to be re- 
viewed at the June Council 



meeting. 

Paris observers consider it 
unlikely that de Gaulle, if re- 
elected next Sunday, will look 
the other way while Washing- 
ton, London and Bonn set up 
a joint nuclear force. High 
Gaullist leaders have made it 
plain- they are unconditionally 
opposed to all projects which 
encourage German hopes of 
sharing nuclear power. 

Defense Spending 

N ews agency sources re- 
ported from Paris and Ma- 
drid: 

The 15 NATO nations ex- 
pect to spend $74,245 billion 
on their defenses this year, 
according to figures published 
at the ministerial council ses- 
sion of the Alliance. The total 
is a $1.645-billion increase 
over 1964. 

The United States and Brit- 
ain again are emerging as the 
major contributors, with U.S. 
funding set at $51,935 billion 
in 1965 while Britain pays in 
$6,045 billion. 

Representatives of both 
countries pointedly referred 
to this load as they asked 
other NATO allies to carry a 
fairer share. 

On the American side, Sec- 
retary of State Rusk and Sec- 
retary of Defense McNamara 
urged a spreading out of the 
burden. Britain’s Defense Sec- 
retary Denis Healey called 
the U.S. and British share of 
global defense disproportion- 
ate. 

There was no immediate re- 
ply from other defense min- 
isters present. 

U.S. Commitment , + ands 

While tugging at the purse- 
strings of the European allies,. 
McNamara reassured them 
that the United States would 
not reduce its commitment to 
defend Western Europe from 
Communist attack. He added 
that Washington would not re- 
deploy major combat units 
from Europe to Southeast 
Asia. 

However, McNamara also 
urged the Europeans to consid- 
er how to prepare for the situ- 
ation they will face in five 
years. He called on NATO ur- 
gently to strengthen its Allied 
Command Europe, a “fire bri- 
gade” force intended to snuff 
out limited flareups on the 
flanks in the Arctic and 
around Turkey. He called pres- 
ent ACE strength too small 
and ineffective. 

Rusk is to stay over in Ma- 
drid for 51/2 hours Thurs- 
day for the usual routine 
briefing of the Spanish gov- 
ernment after NATO meetings 
and before flying home. 




